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that the Galician front was, in danger. He regarded as
grotesque Sazonov's assurance that Russian troops once
mobilized would stand idle on the frontier with arms stacked.
He at once resolved that Austria ought to mobilize, both
as a defensive measure of safety against superior Russian
forces, and as a counter-bluff which he somewhat illogically
seemed to think might frighten Russia off.80 Early on July
30, the German Ambassador in Vienna noted: "Here they
are resolved to mobilize, as soon as Germany approves;
firmly resolved to permit no further Russian mobilization.
Proposal: say to St. Petersburg and eventually to Paris,
that if the mobilization continues, general mobilization will
begin in Austria and Germany."81 That is, Berchtold and
Conrad proposed to rattle the German sword, by having
Bethmann threaten Russia and France with general mobili-
zation by the Central Powers, unless Russian mobilization
measures ceased.
But when the Austrian Ambassador in Berlin tried to
persuade Germany to take such a step,82 Germany refused.
She had already gone as far in this direction as she deemed
prudent in the "warning" given by Pourtales to. Sazonov on
July 29. Szogyeny was therefore informed by Jagow that
since Germany had already pointed out in a friendly spirit
at St. Petersburg the dangerous consequences of Russian
mobilization, she could not again take the same step. She
advised Austria to make representations at St. Petersburg
on her own account.83
But Conrad did not wait for the arrival of this discourag-
ing answer. Nor did he and Berchtold give serious heed to
Bethmann's renewed urgent advice to accept Grey's peace
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